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Book Club Corner Report on SC Child Care Planning Council

President’s Message Advocacy/Action

International Relations Study Group Report SC Water Coalition

SMART Update United Nation Association of SC

Leading Ladies Smart Voter

Voter Service Legislative Committee

Coalition for Latino Civic Engagement New Members and Roster Changes
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The League of Women Voters
of Sonoma County

100 E Street, Suite 209
Santa Rosa, CA 95404
707-546-5943
league@Iwvsonoma.org
http://www.lwvsonoma.org/
http://www.lwvc.org/

http://www.lwv.org/
http://www.smartvoter.org/

Officers:

Carol Adams, President
Elaine Book, Secretary
Susannah Likins, Treasurer

Chele Gummer, VP Action

Nancy Richards, VP Administration
Sandy de Lorimier, VP Program

Will Richards, VP Community Services

Directors:

George Ellman, Bay Area Representative
Laurie Hall, Public Relations

Olive Horrell, Membership

Amy Southwick & Rosalie Gillmore, Voters
Service

Gloria Norton, Voter Outreach

VOTER Team:

DeeDee Bridges, VOTER Editor
Carol Adams
Nancy Richards
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League members and the public are invited to join the book
group at 10:30 AM, Thursday, May 15, for a discussion of the
classic On Liberty, by John Stuart Mill. The book group will
meet in the League office, Suite 209, 100 E Street, Santa Rosa.

According to Wikipedia: “On Liberty was an enormously
influential work; the ideas presented within it remain the basis
of much political thought since. Aside from the popularity of
the ideas themselves, it is quite short and its themes easily
accessible to a non-expert. It has remained in print
continuously since its initial publication.”

The Book Group normally meets at 10:30 AM in the League
office on the third Thursday of the month. The schedule for
2008 can be downloaded from the_calendar page of the League
Website. Go to the monthly entry for the Book Group.

If you have questions about the group, please call or send me a
message.

Lynda Hungerford
539-5770
league @Ilwvsonoma.org
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Like so many organizations, a few

of us carry the burden of getting

things done. We do it because we

believe in what we do and because

we learn and grow from the

experiences. The problem with

letting the same people carry on is that people get worn
down and sometimes the organization stagnates.

While the LWVSC appreciates the dues generated by
members, the truth is we need your heads, hearts,
hands and bodies to help us succeed in our mission. We
need more active participation from our members up and
down the County if we are to continue to have an effect
in Sonoma County. It goes back to the old adage: Many
hands make for light work! And, it makes for more fun
meeting new people and generating new ideas. So, when
you receive a call from a Committee Chair whether it be
to interview a legislator, attend a fundraiser, collect
questions at a forum or help with the newsletter, please
say “yes” whenever you can.

Now is the time to make suggestions you would like to
see in the way the LWVSC operates. We have two major
events (May 31-Annual Meeting; June 11 Theater Party)
before my tenure ends and the new Board takes over.
The new Board will meet in July to make plans for the
2008-9 year and will consider any recommendations you
submit. Please email your suggestions to:
cccadams@gmail.com or call me at 433-6364. Or, of
course, talk to us at the Annual Meeting and Theater
Party!

Carol Adams, President

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political
organization, encourages informed and active
participation in government, and influences public
policy through education and advocacy. We do not
support or oppose any political party or any
candidate. We do, however, take action on selected
government issues in the public interest.
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The International Relations discussion group will meet
on #r 1531 ,

" "$ . /# O# 6 % . It is a brown-bag lunch
session.

The topic for discussion is: B 2# &t 1 1'"$1

- 4 Having reached the 50th anniversary of the great
experiment in European integration, it is time to take
stock of the united Europe. Has the integration of new
members been successful? What does the debate on
Turkey’s membership say about the future of EU
integration and its changing demographics?” Check
website at www.greatdecisions.org.

The group meets the second Tuesday of the month. The
topics are selected from the Great Decisions briefing book
published by the Foreign Policy Association in New York
City. You are welcome to join the group discussion with
or without the briefing book. We also refer to the most
current news items and articles pertaining to the
discussion topic.

If anyone has a question about the group, please contact
me at 769-8826.

Rosalie Gillmore

0.
George Ellman and Willard Richards attended a LWV
Marin County Transportation and Land Use Committee
meeting in San Rafael on April 8. The first item on the
agenda was the procedure to be used for the LWVSC and
the LWVMC to jointly reach a position on the Sonoma-
Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) ballot measure
scheduled for the November ballot. The following
committee was appointed to guide this process: John
Eells, chair, Perry Newman, Sue Beittel, George Ellman
and Willard Richards.

On the SMART web site: sonomamarintrain.org there are
a number of "white papers" which describe the various
elements of the SMART project. There will be 18 "White
Papers" ultimately but some are not yet available: #10

Remember how much fun the theater party was last
year? This year’s party may be even better. A dress
rehearsal of the Northern California premiere production
of Ken Ludwig’s it features two
contemporary Shakespearean actors who undertake to
pass themselves off as the nieces of a rich old lady about
to die. In the process, we see them engaged in a comedy
of errors of Shakespearean proportions, complete with
disguise, mistaken identity, gender reversal, and, of
course a happy ending.

We are sharing the house with the Santa Rosa Branch of
The American Association of University Women. Profits
from tickets sold by our members will benefit the local
League, and profits from tickets sold by the branch’s
members will benefit the AAUW.

# 14" < I#
6th Street Playhouse
52 West 6th Street
Santa Rosa

7:15 PM, Social time with complimentary beverages and
refreshments; 8:00 PM, curtain

Reservations are required; tickets are $25.:00/person;
checks should be made payable to LWV. Please include
the names of those attending because nametags picked
up at the door.will serve as tickets.

Send to: The League of Women Voters
100 E Street
Santa Rosa, CA 95404
Questions? Contact Lynda Hungerford at 539-5770

Connecting SMART with Existing North Bay Transit,
#12 SMART Station Planning, #13 Two Way Track
Operation, and #18 SMART's Financial Plan.

The committee was asked to review in detail the
Financial Plan for SMART and to make
recommendations to both boards on a position for the
ballot measure. The committee will meet when the
SMART board releases #18 - the revised Financial Plan
in May. The committee will analyze this plan and other
information then available and make a preliminary
recommendation to both Leagues. It is possible the
committee may propose comments to be submitted by
both Leagues to SMART. The final recommendation for a
position will be made after the language of the ballot
measue is available. This position must be endorsed by
the Boards of both the Sonoma County and the Marin
County Leagues because this will be a two-county
measure. If one League does not take a position, the
other League must remain neutral.

The "White Papers" can be seen on the SMART website
Anyone interested in learning more about plans for
SMART are encouraged to look at these papers.
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Co-sponsors = LWVSC and Graton Projects Group - in
Graton Community Club.
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Co-sponsors = LWVSC and AAUW of S.R. - in Santa
Rosa City Council Chambers.
Broadcast live on Comcast channel 69 or 26 and AT&T
system.
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) $ 1 &# /""$ " race:
Co-sponsors = LWVSC and AAUW of S.R. - in Santa
Rosa City Council Chambers. Broadcast live on
Comcast channel 69 or 26 and AT&T system.
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I $1! &# /""$ " race:
Co-sponsors = LWVSC and Oakmont - in Berger Center,

Live transmission and TV production services are
provided by the Community Media Center of Santa Rosa.
The League forums are broadcast on community media
channels 69 or 26 on the Comcast system and channel
99 [Info Channel position] on the AT+T U-verse system in
Santa Rosa. Rebroadcasts will be available on these
same channels.

Voter Service especially thanks the CMC for its timely
scheduling of the Informational program on April 28 and
the District 3 Candidates Forum on May 5. Each
program will be broadcast live on Monday and twice
each day of the following week. The schedule for the live
broadcast and playbacks through Sunday, May 11, of
the LWVSC-AAUW forums is available on the
Community Media Center of Santa Rosa website at
http:/ /www.communitymedia.org.
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[bracketed information added by LWVSC Voter Service]
Important dates
May 5 - First day to apply to vote-by-mail [absentee
voting begins]

May 13 - Last day for state to mail Voter Information
Guide
May 13 - Last day for counties to mail Sample Ballot
[started April 24|
May 19 - Last day to register to vote [or re-register, if you
have moved]
May 20 - Last day for candidates to file for write-in
May 27 - Last day to apply to vote-by-mail
June 3 - ELECTION DAY - Polls are open from 7 a.m. to
8 p.m.
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If you do not want to register with a political party in
California (you want to be “independent” of any political
party), mark “Decline to State” on the registration form.
If you register “Decline to State,” your June ballot will
not have any candidates for U.S. Representative, State
Assembly or State Senate on it. However, these three
political parties will let you vote with their ballot for their
candidates:

* American Independent Party

* Democratic Party

* Republican Party

($ S#"1O# "M
If you are registered “Decline to State” and want to vote
for candidates from one of these parties, you must ask
for that ballot when you go to your polling place on
Election Day.

($ s$#7 6O
If you are a vote-by-mail voter and you would like to vote
for candidates from one of these parties, you must
request that party’s ballot prior to being issued a vote-
by-mail ballot. Each county elections office is required to
mail [to] all decline-to-state voters who are registered as
permanent vote-by-mail voters a notice and application
regarding voting in the primary election. The notice will
inform you that you may request a vote-by-mail ballot
for the American Independent Party, the Democratic
Party or the Republican Party for the primary election.
If you have already been issued a nonpartisan ballot but
would like to request a party ballot, contact your county
elections office.

& "6

The Coalition for Latino Civic Engagement (CLACE) held a
kick-off event on Saturday, April 12, at Roseland Elementary
School. The coalition was formed with the mission of
increasing voter registration and education of citizens in the
Latino community. This event was the beginning of a large
community effort to increase citizen participation in
government. The next effort of CLACE will be to develop a
registration drive, beginning on Saturday, April 26, initially
targeting 6 precincts,

The League was invited to join this coalition at its formation
in the fall of 2007. Our League representative is Dee Dee
Bridges. Our Sonoma County League has long had a goal of
engaging more of the Latino community in participating in
government by registering and voting. League members who
are interested in working with CLACE to help with the
registration drive can learn more by going to the website:

www.clace.org.

Nancy Richards, VP Administration
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e President Adams contacted Marin League to
discuss possibility of joint letter of support for
SMART. LWVM is interested in joint meetings
with our League and SMART supporters and
non-supporters to come to consensus within
their League. Then they could consider a joint
letter.

e Nominating Committee has full slate to present
to Annual Meeting although we are still in need
for Fund Development and Presenters for Pro’s &
Con’s

e Budget Committee also met and will present at
the Annual Meeting. One new item is suggested
for the League Office: a computer to be used to
consolidate LWV business and to possibly be
used in presentations

e Donna Roper representing the Commission on
the Status of Women will be the speaker at the
Annual Meeting May 31

e September Kick-Off meeting will feature Chris
Coursey from SMART

e Approved LWVSC to purchase membership to
Healdsburg Community Access

e DeeDee Bridges attended a meeting in March of
the Coalition for Latino Civic Engagement
(CLACE) as a representative of the LWVSC.
LWVSC members are needed to help register
voters on April 26 in Roseland. Call Caroline
Banuelos at 328-3240 or contact Gloria Norton
at glorianorton l@comcast.net

e See Voter Service and Advocacy Articles for their
numerous activities

0
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Sonoma - a stipend program for Child Care
Providers providing incentives for training.

2# #5 $:- 6 O%$* % -apending First 5
Mini-grant project which SCCCPC will be administrating
using Independent Consultants to validate Environment
Rating Scale scores.

2#F - #°"$! %8& "*1 is now housed at United
Way; First 5 has approved a three year grant of
$50,000/year towards the project; and meetings are
being planned with potential funders. The main goal will
be: “Child care and early learning programs and the
children they serve are valued by the community as vital
to the overall quality of life of Sonoma County residents”.
SCCCPC met with the Sonoma County Mayor’s & County
Members Association to discuss how the two groups
could work together on shared goals.

Ann Berens LWVSC Representative

& "6 2%5# "8 "I* 6$5# *©
Remember when life was simple and we could sing these
simple rhymes. Now we are entering the age of the water
wars. We need to be informed on the latest technology
used to ensure our healthy water supply. At our May 8th
Advocacy meeting we will hear from and have an
opportunity to ask questions of Grant Davis, the
Assistant General Manager of the Sonoma County Water
Agency. Come and join the committee and learn what’s
new for SCWA.

The National League has an inclusive position on our
natural resources which includes water. “The League of
Women Voters of the United States believes that natural
resources should be managed as interrelated parts of
life-supporting ecosystems. Resources should be
conserved and protected to assure their future
availability. Pollution of these resources should be
controlled in order to preserve the physical, chemical
and biological integrity of ecosystems and to protect
public health.”

The state League has a brief position on water: “Support
measures that promote the management and
development of water resources in ways that are
beneficial to the environment with emphasis on
conservation and high standards of water quality that
are appropriate for the intended use.” This brief
statement is divided into six categories; each category
having seven to ten sub categories.

Our local position is focused on the proper treatment
and use of wastewater. These positions have been
reached after several years’ research and study and
many consensus meetings. The purpose of careful study
and the formation of a consensual position is to
guarantee that the League speaks with one voice.

Grant Davis came to the Water Agency last November.
For ten years he was the Executive Director of the Bay
Institute. He has a vision of water management of
Sonoma County which he will share with us. Please
come and join us to find out what that is.

Chlele Gummer, Advocacy Chair chleleg@sonic.net

125" 2 2# # * #>
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Supervisor Riley discussed health
care, mental health, water and
coastal issues. He then answered
questions from attendees. Many
thanks to Sandy deLorimier for all
her effort and hopefully this will
become an annual event.




The League is seated on the Sonoma County Water
Coalition, (SCWC), composed of thirty-three
organizations, representing more than 25,000 citizens in
Sonoma County. We share many concerns about the
protection and sustainability of water and biotic
resources. Some of the problems encountered are as
follows:

In working toward General Plan 2020, it has become
increasingly clear that a comprehensive water
management plan is needed for the entire county. As
more and more surface water is taken from our rivers,
limits need to be established for the common good. High
priority needs to be given to conservation, efficiency, and
reuse.

Groundwater recharge areas need to be protected and
incorporated into building codes by policies that govern
land use and groundwater overdraft Paving over the
groundwater recharge areas deters the underlying
aquifers from filling. Water is being pumped from
deeper and deeper levels, incidentally producing
additional greenhouse gas emissions. The cumulative
impact of Sonoma County's 40,000 wells needs to be
examined. Riparian corridors are important sites for
groundwater recharge, especially when they support
healthy native vegetation.

The quality of our drinking water is of vital importance.
Many unregulated drugs and household/farm chemicals
pass through our wastewater treatment plants
unchanged. Recent news articles have documented
problems with non regulated pharmaceuticals and
personal care products getting into our drinking water
and our waterways through wastewater discharges.

Threats to our water resources include demands from
commercial interests and other counties. The Water
Coalition is working to strengthen General Plan language
to control water exports from Sonoma County.

Phyllis Stanley, LWV Representative SCWC
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Location: Conference Room Santa Rosa YMCA 1111
College Avenue, Santa Rosa (parking around back off
North Street)

The UNA Chapter presents another free program on

+ - &%. The film is . Discussion about
the film will be led by a UNA member-who has worked
many years in the area.

Questions? Call. Beth Martinez at 526-4178
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Check your ballot in % $#:
www.smartvoter.org. If you like, look at
all the races, but be sure also to use
the option of entering your address and
party declaration. Doing so will show you just exactly
what will appear on your ballot and show the address of
your polling place.

If you are in a district with a contest for county
supervisor, you will see the names of all of the
candidates in the district. Some candidates have already
entered information. Others are a bit slow, and they may
need a prod from you. Congratulate those who have
participated, and tell those that haven’t yet entered their
information that they would benefit from putting their
best foot forward on this comprehensive nonpartisan
site. Candidates benefit because all candidates have the
opportunity to put their positive case before the voters.
Voters benefit because they can easily compare the
statements of all the candidates on one site. For the first
time, our site has questions specifically formulated by
our local League board for candidates for county
supervisor.

If you are in a district with a contest for a party central
committee, you will see the candidates for that as well.
Since this is a primary election, if you limit your ballot to
candidates for a specific party registration (including
“decline to state”), the contests that display will be those
that you will see on your ballot.

#*"U6 IH $U%" H#H
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All League action begins with the adoption of a position.
A League position is established after members have
studied an issue and achieved consensus on policies and
practices that would best serve the public interest.
Action, therefore, begins with broad member
understanding of an issue and agreement as to how we
want it to be resolved. The League does not take action
on issues on which it has no position.
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Realistically, we cannot be active on all positions at all
times. Delegates to the LWVC Convention in 2007 chose
the following priorities for the League’s state advocacy
this biennium: health care, education, and redistricting.
This means that these issues are the major focus of the
LWVC for taking action based on existing state or
national positions. At Convention 2007, delegates also
chose health care, education, and redistricting for
community education Community education is
undertaken separately, by the Education Fund, in order
to maintain a clear and essential separation between the
two halves of our organization: education and advocacy.
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J. Pat Geis Hildegard Huntsman

Gretchen Paradis Janice L. Sceales

Judith Siebenthal Astrid Sinclair

Linnea Tennison

____________}(____________
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Name I am interested in the following areas:
Address Program Membership

City Speakers Bureau_____ Social Policy___
Zip Telephone Natural Resources____ Voters Service_
Fax Email Newsletter Fundraising
Yes, I want to join the League of Women Cable TV Smart Voter

Voters. Enclosed is my check for dues.
($60.00 for individual annual membership,
$90.00 for household, and $40.00 for limited
income. The membership year is July 1 to
June 30.) Please mail check to LWV Sonoma
County, 100 E Street, Suite 209, Santa Rosa,

Community Outreach Website

CA 95404. Thank you.

r
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|



The League of Women Voters NON-PROFIT
of Sonoma County ORGANIZATION
100 E Street, Suite 209 U.S.EZETAGE
Santa Rosa, CA 95404 SANTA ROSA, CA
PERMIT NO. 65

Return Service Requested

Time Dated Material

The VOTER, a publication of The League of
Women Voters® of Sonoma County, is
published monthly except for the holiday
season and during the summer, i.e. nine
regular issues per year. The deadline is
generally the 10t of the month preceding
the issue month. If required, a
supplemental issue will be published in
January to announce January activities.

Unless otherwise noted, meetings are open to the public.

- # "%t 06 H# -#7) "& "$!
Thursday, May 1, | 10:00 AmM — 12 League Office $# #/IDH
2008 NOON 100 E Street, Suite 209
Santa Rosa
Tuesday, May 6, 10:00 aM - 12 League Office 8% H#H*
2008 NOON 100 E Street, Suite 209 League members are welcome. Board meetings are not
Santa Rosa open to the public.
Thursday, May 8, | 10:00 am League Office /$) ) G ) "$1 #pI*
2008 100 E Street, Suite 209 Guest Grant Davis SCWC
Santa Rosa
Tuesday, May 13, | NOON 210 Windsor Drive T# 1 "$1 6 #6 "$I° $ &
2008 Petaluma The European Union at 50
Thursday, May 10:30 League Office 8%$3 6 7
15, 2008 100 E Street, Suite 209 On Liberty
Santa Rosa
Saturday, May 9:45 AM Canine Companions 'Y 6 ##"I*
31, 2008 2965 Dutton Avenue Commission on the Status of Women in Sonoma County
Santa Rosa Guest Speaker Donna Roper
Wednesday, June | 7:15 PM 6th Street Playhouse 2# # O
11, 2008 52 West 6th St. Leading Ladies
Santa Rosa
Friday, June 13- Portland, OR "$1 6 i $1/#1 "$1
17,2008

Check out the League website: www. lwvsonoma. org for correct dates and times for meetings.




