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* Voter Registration Month
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* Achievements of local
League member Mary
Fricker

* Thanks to past Phone
Monitors
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SEPTEMBER
PROGRAMS

Wed. Sept. 15

Santa Rosa City Council Chambers Membership Kick off -

Pros and Cons of State Ballot Measures

6:30 PM *refreshments 7:00 PM program

League members will explain the 9 state ballot measures, discuss the pros and
cons of each measure, and answer questions.

*Refreshments will be served on the landing at the Council Chambers prior to the
meeting.

Tues. Sept. 21

Petaluma City Council Chambers - Candidates Forum -

Petaluma City Council and Mayor - Cosponsored with Petaluma branch of AAUW
7:00 PM program

Mon. Sept. 27

Santa Rosa City Council Chambers -
Meet the Candidates for Santa Rosa City Council - Cosponsored with Santa Rosa
Neighborhood Alliance

7:00 PM program

Wed. Sept. 29

Petaluma City Council Chambers - Petaluma Joint Union High School District Gov-
erning Board - Cosponsored with Petaluma AAUW

7:00 PM program

Petaluma Wastewater Rate Reduction Initiative Measure U - presented by AAUW
only

In addition to the above forums, there are other races that either do not have definite dates
or that are still in planning stage. Planned event but no date set: Sixth State Assembly
District at Novato Community Access - cosponsored with League of Voters of Marin and the
Soroptomists

Other possible events: Seventh Assembly District Second State Senate District  City
Council races for other Sonoma County cities
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BOARD MESSAGE
SEPTEMBER 2010

Here we are beginning a new year. Let us explain why the usual President's Message is
not here.

We do not have a President this year, but we have an excellent Board of Directors to
guide us in all aspects of the local League of Women Voters. It was decided at Board
Meeting in July that members of the Board would take turns writing this message each

month. It is our honor to be first.

Let us begin with a huge thank you to Chlele Gummer for serving as President the past
two years. She performed very well the many and varied duties as representative of
League of Women Voters of Sonoma County. Chlele will continue to be very active in our
League as Advocacy Vice-President and coordinator of Smart Voter. She is so appreciated.

The LWV Board for this year includes:
VP Administration Alice Richardson

VP Advocacy Chlele Gummer

Secretary Willard Richards

Treasurer Susannah Likins

Membership Amy Southwick and Ardath Lee

Program chair
Voter Service
Newsletter Editor
Member at large

Amy Howder-Thompson
Anita Lytle and Muriel Smith
Shirley Johnson-Foell

Nancy Richards

The Board is planning a very interesting year ahead for you. It includes our Kick-Off
meeting in September, the forums and activities for the General Election in November, our
Theater Party, the Holiday Party with Silent Auction, and the Lunch with League.

It takes many members to do what the League does. Your help, ideas, and energy are
welcome, and needed this year. In addition to educating ourselves and the public, our pro-
jects include the Pros and Cons presentations about state initiatives, candidates and is-
sues forums, Advocacy activities, making Voter Registration forms available throughout the
county, and more.

In participating in the League, we serve the voters and community. Our effectiveness
depends upon you. Please contact us, even if you can do just one thing. It is like your vote
- IT COUNTS!

Anita Lytle, Voter Service Co-Chair
Muriel Smith, Voter Service Co-Chair
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ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

At our annual meeting
in June, President Chlele
Gummer recognized the
achievements of local
League member Mary
Fricker.

In February, 2010,
Mary and three other re-
porters received the Uni-
versity of Georgia McGill
Medal for Journalistic

Mary has received
many other Awards
for investigative jour-
nalism, including the
UCLA George Loeb
Award and the
George Polk Award.
Mary retired from the
Press Democrat in
2006.

Lynda Hungerford

Courage for their work on
the Chauncey Bailey Pro-
ject. Bailey was an Oak-
land Reporter who was murdered while
investigating the Your Black Muslim Bak-
ery. The four reporters published over 100
articles on the black Muslim sect that oper-
ated the bakery, the murder, and the po-
lice investigation.

On March 16, 2010, the Northern
California Chapter of the Society of Profes-
sional Journalists awarded Mary the
Norwin S. Yoffie award for Career Achieve-
ment. In addition to her recent contribu-
tions to The Chauncey Bailey Project, she
was also recognized for earlier work, in-
cluding an investigation of the savings and
loan crisis that followed deregulation in
1982. The result of the investigation was
Inside Job: The Looting of America’s Sav-
ings and Loans. The book was coauthored
with Stephen Pizzo and Paul Muolo. First
published in 1989, the book is still in print.

Annual meeting in June

lh@sonic.net
539-5770

The Voter, a publication of The League
of Women Voters of Sonoma County is
published monthly except during the
summer, i.e. nine regular issues per year.
The deadline is the 10th of the month

preceding the issue month.

ADVOCACY SEPTEMBER MEETING

Come to hear Crystal Love from the Center
for Collaborative Policy as she outlines the
goals of the Sonoma County Water
Agency's steering committee, "Ground Wa-
ter Planning Group." Recently the State of
California has required counties to assess
their ground water capabilities and to cre-
ate strategies for their protection. She will
bring us in on the ground floor, so to
speak, of that process. Get the latest infor-
mation as it becomes available and join
the Advocacy committee on its September

meeting, Thursday, September 23, in our
office conference room at 10 AM.

Let me know if you can make it,
chleleg@sonic.net, 537-1207.

Recently the State of
California has required
counties to assess their ground
water capabilities and to create

Strategies for their protection.
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NONPARTISAN, OR NOT?

How often have you heard that the League
is nonpartisan but political? It's so simple.
The League never supports any political
party or candidate—simple in concept, but
not so simple in practice.

Local League boards are encouraged to

MISSION

THE LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTERS, A
NONPARTISAN
POLITICAL
ORGANIZATION,
ENCOURAGES
INFORMED AND
ACTIVE
PARTICIPATION IN
GOVERNMENT,
WORKS TO
INCREASE
UNDERSTANDING
OF MAJOR PUBLIC
POLICY ISSUES,
AND INFLUENCES
PUBLIC POLICY
THROUGH
EDUCATION AND
ADVOCACY. WE DO
NOT SUPPORT OR
OPPOSE ANY
POLITICAL PARTY
OR ANY
CANDIDATE. WE
DO, HOWEVER
TAKE ACTION ON
SELECTED
GOVERNMENT
ISSUES IN THE
PUBLIC INTEREST.

cdms.illinois.edu

review their nonpartisan policies every
year. These policies are concerned not only
with being nonpartisan but also with ap-
pearing nonpartisan in the eyes of the
community. To this end the second para-
graph our local League nonpartisan policy
reads:

“Each board member has the responsibility
to maintain the fact of the nonpartisanship
of the organization. The LWVSC believes in

and urges its members to work as individu-
als in the party of their choice, except dur-
ing a term as President or Voters’ Service
Chairperson, or when a Board portfolio
makes a member especially visible in the
community.

The above-named Board members shall
not participate in any candidate or party’s
campaign. No Board member may run for
elective office or be appointed to fill the
unexpired term of an elective office during
the tenure of his/her service on the
League Board.”

Complications arise when deciding
whether a Board member’s portfolio is so
visible that it requires restriction on politi-
cal activity, how long the restrictions
should apply after leaving the board or the
portfolio, and what constitutes participat-
ing in a campaign. For the last, does a
small contribution constitute participating
when contributors must be named in re-
ports that are posted online?

Lynda Hungerford
Ih@sonic.net
539-5770

KUuDOS TO PHONE MONITORS

Many thanks to Caroline Ramberg, Lynn
Cambhi and Carrie Anabo for monitoring the
League's office phone these last several
years. They have done a great service for
the League. These ladies have answered
questions, directed calls to other mem-
bers, and done double duty during election
periods. Along the way we bought a new
telephone and it was a challenge to take
the messages off for a while, but they all
hung in there. Thank you for your pa-
tience.

A new group of women is how helping
out with this special task. They are: Sandy
de Lorimier, Louisa Leavitt, and Sukey

Robb-Wilder. Luckily, due to new technol-
ogy, our office phone can be answered
from our homes, or our cell phones, or on
vacation miles from home. So the next
time you're looking for an easy job, check
with me. Each woman has one week a
month to monitor the phone calls. The
more people we have, the easier the job is
for everyone.

Alice Richardson
VP Administration
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SMART VOTER

In July Bonnie Hamlin from the State
League gave a training workshop on the
workings of Smart Voter Website. DeeDee
Bridges hosted the workshop which was
attended by Sukey Robb-Wilder, Gloria Nor-
ton and myself. We were given the basic
steps in running the program.

The first step in participating in the Smart
Voter Website was the collection of ques-
tions for each local race. Many of you
helped me with this by sending me ques-
tions that were put on the website. This
phase was finished the end of August.
Many thanks to all of you who have contrib-
uted .

The next step is that of inviting the candi-
dates of each race to participate in the
website. What we offer, in case Smart
Voter is new to you, is a place (a webpage)
for candidates to give their biographical
information and their stand on the local
issues. This is a wonderful free service to
the candidate and to the voters.

During September and October the Web-
site is monitored each day, new material

vetted and added. We need members to
do this. In an ideal world a member from
each city would take on the monitoring
duties of that specific race. If you'd like to
help with the Smart Voter activities please
let me know, chleleg@sonic.net.

And, importantly, | hope you will use
Smart Voter in making your voting deci-
sions.

Chlele Gummer
Smart Voter County Coordinator

BOOK GROUP

League members and the public are
invited to join the book group at 10:30 am,
Thursday, September 16 to discuss Linda
Lawrence Hunt’s Bold Spirit: Helga Estby’s
Forgotten Walk Across America. The group
meets in the conference room immedi-
ately opposite the elevator on the third
floor of 555 Fifth Street, Santa Rosa.

Norwegian immigrant Helga Estby and
her teenage daughter Clara walked across
America in 1896, in the midst of a major
economic depression, and a time before
which no woman is known to have ven-
tured to cross the continent unescorted.
She attempted the trip to capture a prize of
one thousand dollars in order to save her
home for her eight children. Using histori-
cal information and newspaper articles,
Hunt recreates the trip.

The book group meets on the third Thurs-
day of the month, except for July and De-
cember. You may download the 2010
schedule for the book group from the cal-
endar page of the local League website. If
you have questions about the group,
please call or send me a message.

Lynda Hungerford
Ih@sonic.net

539-5770

“What we offer, in case
Smart VVoter is new to
you, is a place (a
webpage) for candidates
to give their biggraphical
information and their
stand on the local

issues.”
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“Since government
doesn't take a summer
holiday, we must
continue onr scrutiny of
its work during the

summer.”

LLEAGUE ADVOCACY COMMITTEE IS

STILL AT WORK

Even in the lazy days of summer your
League Advocacy Committee is still at
work. Since government doesn't take a
summer holiday, we must continue our
scrutiny of its work during the summer.
When the issue of Santa Rosa's Urban
Growth Boundary arose in June we spoke
to the Santa Rosa City Council encouraging
them to put the renewal on the November
ballot. | believe the League helped the
process along when the boundary was first
determined. So it was important for us to
speak again to this issue.

We were encouraged to speak to the is-
sue of rate increases sought by Pacific Gas
and Electric Company at a local hearing of
the California Public Utilities Commission.
Our focus was on the defeat of Proposition
16, PG&E's initiative to prevent cities from
creating their own energy companies by
requiring a two thirds vote on any such
local issue.

The city of Petaluma is facing a proposal
to roll back rate increases needed to pay
the loan for the new waste water treatment
facilities. Since the League believes that
government needs adequate funding to do
its job, we sent a letter to the Petaluma
City Council in support of their unanimous
vote to uphold the rates. In the November
election voters of Petaluma will have the
final say on the issue.

That same letter was published in the
Petaluma Argus Courier at the request of
Mike Healy, Petaluma City Council mem-
ber. At this VOTER deadline of August 10,
we are considering co- signing the argu-
ment against the ballot initiative on the
rollback. Look for that on your ballot in
November.

Chlele Gummer
VP of Advocacy

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

As | sit at my computer stressing out over
next month’s Voter issue, | muse, how did |
get myself into this? Although | feel like the
slowest writer on earth, this is a good op-
portunity to give back to the League of
Women Voters. For whom | have relied on
over the years as models of virtue and de-
mocracy.

September is Voter Registration Month. |
love this country, and what a good re-
minder on how fortunate we are to live in a
democratic society.

| developed a sincere desire for activism.
In 1978, my first march was Saving the
Whales, while seven months pregnant.
Unfortunately, shortly after the birth of my
son, | was in an automobile accident that
left me paralyzed. After some major adjust-
ments in my life | was back at it, in my
wheelchair rolling along candlelit vigils for
the Freeze campaign in 1981.

Since moving, to
Sonoma County in
1984, life has been
fulll | worked for
Hewlett-Packard for
nineteen years, was
laid off in 2002 so, | | &3 I
went back to col- D &
lege for my Masters. -h { ‘
| recently completed Leadership Training
for a Sustainable Future through the Lead-
ership Institute. Although, | haven’t par-
ticipated in demonstrations lately, | look
forward to contributing to our society by
other means. | feel it is a privilege to be the
new Voter editor and look forward to learn-
ing more about our democratic process
from my esteemed members of the
League.

Shirley Johnson-Foell
Newsletter Editor
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VOTER SERVICE

CHARLES M. There’s something

special in your

own backyard.

MUSEU M

Voter Service is hard at work planning events for the General Elec-
tion in November, so league members and the general public will be

better informed when we vote. There is much to be done and we wel-
come your help.

There are four candidate forums already being planned, and more to
come. We need timers, greeters, question runners and others for
forums. There are also 9 measures on state ballot and propositions/

Be o part of 1itl!
Become a member.
Become a volunteer.
For Membership call Renee
@579-4452, #273

To wolunteer call Eristi
@579-4452, #271

bonds on local ballot. We need persons willing to learn and present
nonpartisan explanations of these measures at the Pros & Cons pres-
entations. If you don't know how to do this, please don't fear. Come
and learn from an “old-pro.” We all work together.

Please join us at Voter Service Meetings on the second Thursday of
each month at 10:00 AM at League office.
Our next meeting will be September 9th. See you there.

If you want to contact us, please email or call.

or visit www. SchulzMuseum. org
click on “Membership” or “Volunteers™

A e

ﬂ:‘{ﬁ TO THE MOSE o i — LT A,

AD =
T REMEMpER Ly YOU LOVE M

Anita Lytle 544-1633 alytle@sonic.net
Muriel Smith 576-7791  murielinca@sbcglobal.net

I League of Women Voters® of Sonoma County Membership Application

| Name | am interested in the following areas:

I Address Program Membership

I City Speakers Bureau Social Policy

I Zip Telephone Natural Resources Voters Service

I Fax Email Newsletter Fundraising

| Yes !wantto join the League of Women Voters. Cable TV Smart Voter
Enclosed is my check for dues. ($60.00 for individ-

I ual annual membership, $90.00 for household, and Community Outreach Website
$40.00 for limited income. The membership year is

I July 1 to June 30.) Please mail check to LWV So-
noma County, 555 Fifth Street, Suite 300 O, Santa

I Rosa, CA 95401. Thank you.

r
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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SEPTEMBER 2010 CALENDAR

Unless otherwise noted, meetings are open to the public.

Thursday, Sept. 2 10Am The Conference Room* Board meeting. Open to
members, and by invitation,

open to the public.

Thursday, Sept. 9 10 AM The Conference Room* Voter Service Meeting
Thursday, Sept. 16 10:30AmM to noon The Conference Room* Book Group
Thursday, Sept. 16 3:30 to 5:00Pm 151 Second Street, PetalumgPetaluma Unit Meeting
Thursday, Sept. 23 10Am to noon The Conference Room* Advocacy Meeting

Election Forums on Page 1

*The Conference Room is opposite the elevator on the third floor of 555 Fifth Street, Santa Rosa.
Check out the League website.  Www.lwvsonoma.org, for current dates and time for meetings and for
back issues of The VOTER.



